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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
at 10 a.m. on Thursday, March 20, 1997,
in open session, to receive testimony
on the fiscal year 1998 budget request
for Department of Energy national se-
curity programs and review environ-
mental management activities.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources be
granted permission to meet during the
session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 20, for purposes of conducting a
Subcommittee on National Parks, His-
toric Preservation, and Recreation
hearing which is scheduled to begin at
2 p.m. The purpose of this oversight
hearing is to address the future of the
National Park System and to identify
and discuss needs, requirements and in-
novative programs that will insure the
Park Service will continue to meet its
many responsibilities well into the
next century.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the full Committee
on Environment and Public Works be
granted permission to meet to consider
the nominations of Johnny H. Hayes,
nominated by the President to be a
member of the board of directors of the
Tennessee Valley Authority; Judith M.
Espinosa, nominated by the President
to be a member of the board of trustees
of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and
Excellence in National Environmental
Policy Foundation; and D. Michael
Rappoport, nominated by the President
to be a member of the board of trustees
of the Morris K. Udall Scholarship and
Excellence in National Environmental
Policy Foundation Thursday, March 20,
after the first Senate floor vote or at a
time to be determined Thursday,
March 20, in 406 Dirksen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, the Fi-
nance Committee requests unanimous
consent to conduct a hearing on Thurs-
day, March 20, 1997, beginning at 10
a.m. in room 215 Dirksen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent on behalf of the Govern-
mental Affairs Committee to meet on
Thursday, March 20, 1997, at 9:30 a.m.
for a hearing on the role of the Depart-
ment of Commerce in the U.S. trade
policy, promotion and regulation, and
opportunities for reform and consolida-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LOTT. The Committee on the Ju-
diciary would request unanimous con-
sent to hold an executive business
meeting on Thursday, March 20, 1997,
at 10:30 a.m., in room 226 of the Senate
Dirksen Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND HUMAN RESOURCES

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Labor and Human Resources be author-
ized to meet for a hearing on Higher
Education Act reauthorization, during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
March 20, 1997, at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Rules and Administration be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 20, 1997, be-
ginning at 9:30 a.m. until business is
completed, to hold an oversight hear-
ing on the operations and budget of the
Congressional Research Service and
the Library of Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. LOTT. The Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs would like to request unan-
imous consent to hold a joint hearing
with the House Committee on Veter-
ans’ Affairs to receive the legislative
presentation of AMVETS, American
Ex-Prisoners of War, Veterans of World
War I, and the Vietnam Veterans of
America. The hearing will be held on
March 20, 1997, at 9:30 a.m., in room 345
of the Cannon House Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee
on Financial Institutions of the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 20, 1997, to conduct a
hearing to examine the Federal Re-
serve’s proposal to modify the ‘‘fire-
walls’’ that separate commercial banks
and their securities affiliates.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
AND MERCHANT MARINE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Surface Trans-
portation and Merchant Marine Sub-
committee of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, March 20, 1997, at 9:30 a.m. on
ocean shipping reform.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

ROLLOUT OF THE F–22
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, on

April 9, 1997, an important milestone
will be reached when the Lockheed
Martin Corp. rolls out the F–22 in Mari-
etta, GA. The F–22 is a powerful new
aircraft that will ensure complete and
total air dominance for the United
States in the 21st century.

How do you measure success in air
superiority. The best measure I know
is reflected in the fact that no U.S. sol-
dier has been killed by an enemy air-
craft in over 40 years. And that is why
the F–22 is critical at this time, for the
F–22 ensures that impressive record of
protecting our forces continues unbro-
ken.

There are some who fail to under-
stand that the threat to our air forces
is growing and that the world remains
dangerous despite the end of the cold
war. Throughout the world today there
are a host of Russian-made surface-to-
air missiles readily available on the
open market to any nation with the
money available to buy them. At the
same time, a new generation of tac-
tical fighter is also being produced in
Russia and elsewhere which can out
perform and defeat our current air su-
periority fighter, the F–15C. All of
these pose significant threats to our
ability to maintain air superiority.

The F–22 will ensure that America
maintains not just air superiority but
air dominance. And as the former Sec-
retary of Defense William Perry once
said ‘‘everything else we do depends on
air dominance.

Mr. President, I am pleased to note
that the rollout on April 9 will mark
the beginning of a new era for Air
Force aviation. As a Texan, I am also
proud of the role America’s premier
tactical fighter complex in Fort Worth,
TX played in building this revolution-
ary aircraft.

I hope my colleagues will take notice
of the rollout in a year which marks
the 50th anniversary of our Air Force.
I also hope my colleagues will take this
opportunity to reflect on the impor-
tance of our Air Force and the role
they have played since their founding
50 years ago in maintaining peace and
stability in a dangerous world. The
rollout of the F–22 will begin a new
chapter in Air Force history and help
ensure the Air Force and the country
remains strong and capable in the fu-
ture.
f

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Greek peo-
ple on the 176th anniversary of the be-
ginning of their struggle for independ-
ence. Since regaining their freedom
and reaffirming their commitment to
democratic principles, the Greek peo-
ple have built a modern-day republic
that is a strong and positive presence
in the Balkans and eastern Mediterra-
nean.
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